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the diplomatic conversations held during the ensuing summer
"between Lord Lyons, the British Ambassador, and the French
Ministers for Foreign Affairs, no opportunities were lost of impress-
ing on the French Government the objections entertained by the
British Cabinet"1 to the conclusion of any but a purely commercial
agreement with King Thibaw, and it was understood that the
British authorities desired that facilities should not be given to the
Burmese for the purchase of arms. It was also pointed out that
owing to the geographical position of Upper Burma,, and of British
India's-political relations with that country, the affairs of the King-
dom of Ava were of the utmost concern to the British Government,
whereas to the French they could only be of secondary interest.

In April 1884, M. Ferry, Minister for Foreign Affairs, assured
Lord Lyons that any treaties resulting from the negotiations would
be of an entirely commercial character, and that no facilities would
be afforded the Burmese for the purchase of arms, as the French
Government were determined not to facilitate the introduction of
military stores into Tonkin. In May 1884,, M. Ferry was again
-informed that the British Government would naturally entertain
the most serious objections to any special alliance or political
understanding between Upper Burma and any other foreign power.
In the course of an interview in July 1884, during which Lord Lyons
handed M. Ferry a paper pro memor-ia, embodying the position
taken up by the British Government., the French Foreign Minister
observed that it was very difficult to draw any distinct line between
commercial and political functions. The present intention of the
French Government, he avowed, was to station only a Consul at
Mandalay ; but the title given to such agent would after all be a
matter of little consequence, as whatever title he bore he would
have to deal with general questions between the two countries.
Finally, M. Ferry gave a distinct assurance that the French
Government had no intention of forming an alliance of any special
political character with Burma.

Troubles had meanwhile been brewing on the boundary between

Trouble on the Maaipur froa-   tlie British protected State of Manipur

tier-                  and Upper Burma.    In consequence of

certain disturbances which had occurred on this frontier, and of

doubts regarding the exact frontier line, the Government of India,

early in 1881, determined to depute a commission to mark out the